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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION OF THE STUDY 
Statement of the problem. -- The problem is to 
ascertain to what extent the college preparatory course 
aids the pupils of Averill High School, Good Will Home 
Association, Hinckley, Maine in meeting their secondary 
1 
and post secondary school needs • 
Purpose of the study. -- The necessity of growth and 
selection of the best educational procedure demands a 
constant study of the past and of the present conditions 
of the school system. Education is not for the satis-
faction of a few but for the gratification of the many. 
The foundation of the Good Will Home Association was 
for the boy or girl who, because of no fault of his own, 
needs a helping hand. The founder, George W. Hinckley, 
set forth the educational aims of Good Will as a part of 
all the life activities of the community. Education to 
Dr. Hinckley is as follows: 
1 
"There seems to be nearly as many theories of 
education as there are schools of religious 
thought; but the many conflicting notions M 
do not disturb us. The word education is made 
of two other words, Yiz: 'e' which means out 
or from and 'duco' to lead • . To educate is to 
'lead out'; to educate-rs-to develop and lead 
Educational Needs of Youth, Evaluative Criteria, 1950 
tion, Cooperative Study of Secondary-School Standards, 
shington 6, D. c., pp. 35-44. 
1 
forth; to educate is to stimulate the growth of 
the finer, nobler qualities of the pupil's mind 
and nature, and so lead or direct the exercises 
of them that they shall be of service. 
It will be seen from the other parts of 
this volume that we do not depend upon the day-
school nor the cottage home nor the religious 
services nor the farm and its activities for 
the 'leading forth' of the best in the boy; the 
educational plan includes the physical, social, 
intellectual and religious sides, and no2e of 
these can be wisely ignored or neglected ." 
2 
The steady questioning of the educational methods, 
subject-matter, and administration of our school systems 
creates a healthy situation. Constructive suggestions 
lead to an ever-improving condition of the problems 
faced. Negative criticism, however, tends to build a 
protective shell about the problem and to discourage pro-
gressive action. 
The best means of curbing negative censure is by 
positive action. Positive action was taken to find out 
how well the educational objectives meet the personal 
needs of the pupils. The graduates and the non-graduates 
of Averill High School were asked to rate their educational 
preparation in the light of their present needs. 
2 
Hinckley, George W., ''Education," The Good Will Idea, 
2nd Edition, 1936, Good Will Publishing Company, Hinckley, 
Maine, p. 62. 
3 
Present curriculum 9f Averill High School. -- The 
curriculum at Averill High School is the college prepar-
atory course and is arranged in the following manner3• 
Freshman Class 
English I 
Latin I 
World History 
Algebra I 
Junior Class 
English III 
French II 
Physics 
Plane Geometry 
Electives: 
Latin III 
Trigonometry 
Sophomore Class 
English II 
Latin II 
French I 
Algebra II 
Senior Class 
English IV 
Chemistry 
U. s. History 
Biology 
Electives: 
Latin III 
Trigonometry 
French III 
Need of a follow-up program. -- The follow-up idea 
is a continuation of the guidance program which starts as 
soon as the child enters school. 
"The ideal follow-up plan is the continuous 
survey conducted as an integral part of a 
school program4". 
The pupils at Good Will are under constant supervision 
and have their program of work and study made out for them. 
3A sample schedule is in the Appendix, p. 40. 
4Traxler, Arthur E., Techniques of Guidance, New York: 
Harper and Brothers, 1945, p. 321. 
4 
Such a directed life places the pupil at a great dis-
advantage when he must take his place in a competitive 
world. 
The lack of a follow-up policy in most of our 
schools has been undergoing sharp criticism. Fortun-
ately, this criticism tends to encourage many schools 
to adopt some type of follow-up program, as is demen-
strated by Kitson. 
"A p·art of the credit is undoubtedly due to 
the surveys of out-of-school youth made by 
the American Youth C0mmission, which reveal-
ed shocking lack of preparation for occupa-
tional life among ~outh who had recently left 
school and which led educators to examine the 
conditions in their own particular localities5n. 
The type of guidance program which is needed to do 
a satisfactory job has been stated by Traxler. 
"One may well question whether a school has 
discharged its full guidance responsibility 
if it gives a pupil careful attention while 
he is in school, but abruptly terminates 
its interest in him when he is graduated. 
Rather, it would seem that the school should 
help him get adjusted to his post-school 
environment and that the guidance6activities 
. should be '·' tapered off't gradually ". 
5Kitson, Harry D., "Meditations on Follow-up," Occupations, 
20:203-204, December, 1941. 
6Traxler, Arthur E., Technigues of Guidance, New York: 
Harper and Brothers, l945, p. 318. 
CHAPTER II 
RELATED FOLLOW-UP STUDIES 
Concerning related studies. -- The follow-up work 
in many service papers and theses closely parallels the 
work attempted by the writer. There is a similarity of 
work but also a marked difference. Most of the follow-
up work was done in the field of Business Education. 
Follow-up studies also appear in the fields of Industrial 
Arts, Honor Graduates, and the College Curriculum. 
The follow-up study by Lindsay Varnan7 acquired the 
following information: 
1. An inquiry into the activities of the 
pupils after leaving school 
2. Pupil evaluation of their school 
3. Pupil suggestions for the improvement 
of their school. 
The data gathered by the inquiry suggested the 
following of a general course of study which would give 
more attention to the pupils who did not expect to con-
tinue their education. The main emphasis as recommended 
should be upon training the students to become good 
citizens rather than preparing them exclusively for higher 
education. 
7varnan, Lindsay C., · "A Follow-up Study of the Graduates 
of Mary E. Wells High School class of 1950," Unpublished 
Masters Thesis, Boston University, 1951. 
5 
The method used to gather the required information 
was the use of an inquiry mailed to each alumnus of the 
6 
class of 1951. The inquiry was followed up with telephone 
calls and letters to encourage the alumni to respond to 
the inquiry. 
The purpose of the study by Mildred Sheag was to 
find out the following: 
1. The achievement of the former students 
over a fixed number of years , 
2. Correct information from the alumni for 
use to enlarge and revise the curriculum 
3. To establish contacts with the former students 
to aid in present and future guidance work 
The recommendations formulated due to the data 
gathered was as follows: 
1. The boys need more vocational education 
2. The general course should undergo 
revision to prepare the pupils to live 
better within their community 
3. Another follow-up should be made within five 
years 
4. Cooperative work experience within the high 
school curriculum 
5. A minimum basic business course for all 
pupils in high school 
6. A guidance program adopted in the high school 
7. The rev1s1on of the curriculum is needed in 
the light of pupil need 
8shea, Mildred G., "A Follow .. up Study of Graduates and 
Those Who Left School Before Graduation at the Major 
Howard W. Beal Memorial High School, Shrewsbury, 
Massachusetts," Unpublished Masters Thesis, Boston 
University, 194S. 
9 
Nehemiah Wallenstein's study examined the 
character and personality of the different types of 
broken-home children with the children who lived in 
homes with parents living together. 
The attempt to measure and compare "broken-home" 
children with "normal-home" children in school and 
home adjustment was done by personality and character 
tests. 
7 
The study was made with about 2,000 boys and girls. 
The broken-home group was composed of 400 children. 
The ratio of 4 nnormal-home" children to 1 "broken-
home" child does not give a valid comparison. 
The disintegration of the home of a child seems to 
be an indication that inferiority in certain aspects of 
character and personality can be expected at the elemen-
tary school level. 
The broken-home children and normal-home children 
show separated sociological traits. The two groups do 
not show any marked psychological break. 
10 
The follow-up study by Stafford was sent to the 
9wallenstein, Nehemiah, "Character and Personality of 
Children from Broken Homes," Published Doctor's 
Dissertation, Columbia University, 1937. 
1~tafford, Kathryn M., "A Follow-up Study of Three 
Classes of the Alonzo Learned High School at Holden, 
Massachusetts," Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston 
University, 1949. 
alumni of Alonzo Learned High School. The questionnaire 
requested the following information: 
1. The percentage of students who enter the 
high school and graduate 
2. How many are now students in a school of 
higher learning, employed, unemployed, 
married, or in the service 
3. The course followed while they were in 
high school 
4. The school subjects which proved to be of 
the most value and the least value 
5. A list of subjects which they wished they 
had studied 
The results of the tabulated data showed that the 
students were prepared in the courses offered but the 
field of study was not broad enough to offer the great-
est service. This paper shows the need of a follow-up 
program to aid those of the present and future. 
The research of Zabriski11had as its objectives the 
determination of the extent to which the pupils of Bloom" 
field High School were prepared to meet their every-day 
problems, and the discovery of means of improving the 
guidance program to aid the alumni of said school. 
The findings uncovered by the thesis show that forty-
eight per cent of the graduates and fifty-two per cent 
of the non-graduates secured their jobs in less than a 
11
zabriskie, Marcia w., "A Follow-up of Graduates 
and Non•graduates of Bloomfield High School," 
Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston University, 
1948. 
9 
month after leaving school. Most of the alumni obtain-
ed their jobs by personal interview. The need for 
guidance was expressed by 40.1 per cent of the graduates 
and 26.4 per cent of the non-graduates. 
The small number of pupils who had ideas for later 
work and the great change of interest from, undergraduates 
to alumni, show that the guidance program fails to ac-
quaint the pupil with occupational opportunities. 
12 The follow-up study by Olson was to get information 
on the following: 
1. Education since leaving high school 
2. Kind of work done since leaving high school 
3. Present status of the alumnus in regard to 
working and attending school 
4. Value of shop courses in regard to the 
present job 
5. Suggestions for improving the shop program 
The information gathered led to the conclusion that 
a wider range of instruction was needed. The advanced 
work in school was done along the line of work done by 
the students, when employed in industry. If further study 
were possible while in school, the students thought, the 
12 Olson, Carl A., "A Follow-up of the Male Graduates 
of Braintree High School with regard to the Industrial• 
arts Program," Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston 
University, 1951. 
length of time from graduation to their first job would 
have been shorter. Of those employed in industry, one 
third were trained on the job by the employers. 
Conclusions concerning parallel follow-up studies. 
10 
The above studies emphasize the importance of a continual 
program which encourages follow-up studies. These studies 
furnish valuable information for all persons interested 
in the education of youth. Taking into consideration 
the findings of these parallel follow-up studies and by 
comparing them with the findings of this study, important 
information can be compiled. 
r Boston Uni versi tYJ '1 
School of Education l 
Library · 
CHAPTER III 
DRAFTING THE INQUIRY FOlli~ 
• 
Objectives of the inguiry form. -- The information 
needed for a functional inquiry study of this type 
should provide answers to the following questions13 • 
13 
1. What is the evaluation by the graduates 
and by the non-graduates of the curricu~ 
lum offered and of the equipment and 
materials used by the Averill High School? 
2. How many pupils end their formal education 
upon leaving Averill High School? 
3. What caused the non-graduates to leave 
Averill High School? 
4. What work is done by the non-graduates who 
do not continue their education beyond 
Averill High School? 
5. What work is done by the graduates who do 
not continue their education beyond Averill 
High School? 
6. What is the type of advanced education 
pursued by the graduates and non-graduates 
of Averill High School? 
?. What are the subjects the students wish they 
could have taken when an under-graduate of 
Averill High Sc hool? 
A sample of the inquiry form is in the Appendix, pp. 42T45 . 
11 
l 
Method of draft and distribution. -- The pro-
cedure for drafting the inquiry sheets for this 
follow-up study took the following form: 
1. Several texts on questionnaires and 
theses have been read 
2. Theses written on follow-up studies have 
been analized 
3. Personal friends and graduates have given 
helpful suggestions 
4. Faculty members have suggested ways of 
improving the organization and content 
of the inquiry forms 
5. The finished inquiry form was circulated 
among pupils of high school age to get 
their reaction and further suggestions 
The revised form was mailed to those alumni who 
were not easily reached for interview. Fifty per cent 
of the alumni were reached for personal interview. 
Care was taken to secure as high a return as 
possible by personal appeal to the alumni for their 
whole-hearted cooperation. This was done by trial use 
of the inquiry sheets. The trial run was used because 
an illustration by Koos14states: 
14 
" •• attention to the desirability of 
scrutinizing all questions from as many 
angles .of response as possible. Many 
questionnaires would be much improved 
before finally being put in use if they 
were first subjected to trial use on a 
small number of respondents. 
Koos, Leonard v., Questionnaire in Education, New 
York: The MacMillan Company, 1928, pp. 117-118. 
12 
15 
Buckingham points out that the questionnaire 
should not be used on trivial things; also that the 
recipients owe something to the cause of education 
which calls for their time and cooperation. 
Data gathered from the alumni. -- A three page 
inquiry form16was organized to be filled out by the 
alumni. The alumni who are contacted in this study are 
all the students who were graduated or would have grad-
uated in the classes of 1947 through 1954. 
These classes were selected because: 
1. It was felt that better returns would be 
obtained due to their recency 
2. These students had to adjust themselves to 
the post-war era 
3. These students represent the typical Averill 
High School Alumni 
15Buckingham, Burdette R., "The Questionnaire 91 , 
Journal of Educational Research, June, 1926, 
pp. 54-58. . 
16 A sample inquiry form is in the Appendix, pp. 42-45. 
13 
-CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND TABULATIONS 
Dealing with all alumni included in this stQdy. --
The tables found in this study contain information gather-
ed from the alumni, their relatives and friends, and from 
the office records. 
The information that could not be obtained from 
past records was obtained from personal letters and by 
the use of the questionnaire mailed to the individual 
alumnus. 
The word "alumni'' in this study includes all pupils 
who attended Averill High, even though some did not 
graduate. The Class of 1947 contained three graduates 
but as freshmen in the fall or· 1943 there were 18 
pupils. The 15 pupils who left and the three pupils 
who graduated constitute the Class of 1947. 
The Class of 1950 was the only class to have one 
of its members die. This boy left Averill High while a 
freshman and died of pneumonia a few months later. 
14 
i ost on lln:rverel--e,r' --~• 
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Table I 
Number of Students in this Study Reported by Class 
Class Number of Per Number of Per Total 
Boys Cent Girls Cent 
1947 8 08.6 10 11.4 - 18 
1948 8 08.6 10 11.4 18 
1949 7 07.5 9 10.2 16 
1950 12 12.9 10 11.4 22 
1951 17 18.3 13 14.8 30 
1952 14 15.1 13 14.8 27 
1953 21 22.6 10 11.4 31 
1954 6 06.5 13 14.8 19 
Total 93 88 181 
Deceased: Class of 1950 - 1 
Table I shows the total number of students who entered 
Averill High School as Freshmen. 
16 
Table II 
Number of Graduates Reported by Class 
Class Number of Per Number of Per Total 
Boys Cent Girls Cent 
1947 3 10.7 0 o.o 3 
194$ 1 03.6 6 19.4 7 
1949 3 10.7 4 12.9 7 
1950 4 14.3 4 12.9 $ 
1951 3 10.7 5 16.1 $ 
1952 5 17.9 5 16.1 10 
1953 5 17.9 4 12.9 9 
1954 4 14.3 3 09.7 7 
Total 2$ 31 59 
Table II indicates the number of boys and girls who 
graduated from Averill High School. 
Fifty-nine of the 1$1 students, who entered high school, 
graduate. It means 67.4 per cent of the students leave be-
fore graduat'ion; this is 17.4 per cent greater than ·the 
average high school drop-outs in the United States. 
17 
Table III 
Number of Drop-outs by Grades 
Class Number of Per Number of Per Total 
Boys Gent Girls Cent 
Freshman 24 36.9 24 42.1 
Sophomore 26 40.0 23 40.4 49 
Junior 12 18.5 6 10.5 18 
Senior 3 04.6 4 07.0 7 
Total 65 53.3 57 46.7 122 
Table III shows that 39.3 per cent of the total number 
of drop-outs occurred in the Freshman class and 40.2 per 
cent during the Sophomore class. The first and second 
years of high school drops 79.5 per cent of the total 
number of pupils who leave Averill High School. 
--
r 
e 
18 
Table IV 
Number of Non-graduates 
Class Number of Per Number of Per Total 
Boys Cent Girls Cent 
1947 5 07.7 10 17.7 15 
1948 7 10.8 4 0.70 11 
1949 4 06.1 5 08.8 9 
1950 8 12.3 6 10.5 14 
1951 14 21.5 8 14.0 22 
1952 9 13.8 8 14.0 17 
1953 16 24.6 6 10.5 22 
1954 2 03.1 10 17.7 12 
Total 65 57 46.6 122 
Table IV indicates the number of drop-outs by classes. 
Eighty-three and three tenths per cent of the Class of 
1947 were drop-outs. The smallest drop-out was 56.3 per 
cent of a given class. 
,.. 
..... 
Preparation 
College 
General 
Vocational 
Total 
Combined 
Total 
Bi.' Boy 
G~:, Girl 
e e 
Table V 
Alumni Reaction to Their High School Training 
Excellent Per Good Per Fair Per Poor 
B~' G·'-. ,,.. Cent B"" G·'-,,.. Cent B·'-, ... Q:=:c: Cent B·'-,,, G* 
26 29 50.0 11 19 25.6 5 5 23 . 3 1 2 
13 24 33.6 19 28 40.2 7 3 23 . 3 3 1 
8 10 16. 3 15 25 34. 2 11 12 53-5 10 7 
47 63 45 72 23 20 14 10 
110 37.1 117 39 . 5 43 14. 6 24 
Per 
Cent 
12.5 
16.6 
70.8 
8.8 
Total 
98 
98 
98 
294 
294 
e 
1--' 
\.Q 
""''III 
... 
20 
Table V illustrates the "Alumni react i on to their 
high school training" according to Item VI in the 
quest i onnaire. The response to this item was not satis-
factory. The Alumni failed to mark their choices clearly. 
The general trend was to mark "College and General Prep-
aration" either good or excellent and to leave "Vocational 
Preparation" unchecked. The item, undoubtedl y, was marked 
in this fashion because the Averill High School had no 
vocational program. Sixty-two and eight tenths per cent 
of the Alumni marked the item as directed. The incomplete 
questionnaires were not tabulated. 
It was of interest to compare th~ reaction of the 
Alumni with their high school record. The low ranking 
students checked either "fair" or "poor." The high rank-
ing students tended to mark either "good" or "excellent." 
Subjects 
Continued 
Elected New 
Total 
Table VI 
Non-graduates Who Continued or 
Elected New Subjects 
Number of Per Number of 
Boys Cent Girls 
18 48.7 27 
19 51.4 36 
37 37.0 63 
Per Total 
Cent 
42.9 45 
57.1 55 
63.0 100 
21 
Table VI depicts whether the non-graduates continue 
or elect new subjects in other high schools. 
The actual number of boys and girls who left Averill 
High before graduating and enrolled in other schools 
elected new subjects as shown by Table VI. 
Table VII 
Subjects Continued in Other High Schools 
Number Number 
of Times Per of Times Per 
Subject* Checked Gent Checked Cent 
by Boys by Boys 
Algebra 9 12.2 g oS.9 
Biology 9 12.2 lS 20.0 
Chemistry 10 13.5 10 11.2 
French g lO.S 19 21.2 
Geometry 12 16.2 13 14.5 
Latin 9 12.2 7 07.S 
Physics 9 12.2 9 10.0 
Trigonometry 5 06.S 3 03~4 
World History 3 04.1 3 03.4 
Total 74 45.1 90 54.9 
* English and U. S. History are not elective 
subjects, therefore they are not included. 
Total 
16 
27 
20 
27 
25 
16 
lS 
g 
6 
164 
22 
Table VII shows that the number of continued subjects 
was greater than the number of elected new subjects in 
Table VIII; this is because the number of drop~ts was 
greater among the boys and girls who elected new subjects. 
The boys and girls who continued the same subjects tend 
to continue their study through high school and beyond. 
Table VIII 
New Subjects Elected in Other High Schools 
Number 
of Times 
Subject Checked 
by Boys 
Bookkeeping 3 
Civics 3 
Consumer Ed. 4 
Economic Geo. 8 
Fine Arts 2 
General Math. 5 
General Science 6 
Home Economics 0 
Physical Ed. 
and Health 3 
Problems of 
Democracy 6 
Shop 6 
Shorthand 0 
Per 
Gent 
05.9 
05.9 
07.8 
15.7 
03.9 
09.8 
11.8 
o.o 
11.8 
11.8 
o.o 
Number 
of Times 
Checked 
by Girls 
15 
3 
3 
3 
4 
6 
2 
11 
18 
3 
0 
12 
Per 
Cent 
15.2 
03.0 
03.0 
03.0 
04.1 
06.1 
02.0 
11.1 
18.2 
03.0 
o.o 
12.1 
Total 
18 
6 
7 
11 
6 
11 
8 
11 
21 
9 
6 
12 
... 
e 
e 
23 
Table VIII (Cont.) 
Number Number 
of Times Per of Times Per Total 
Subject Checked Cent Checked Cent 
by Boys by Girls 
Sociology 2 03.9 4 04.1 6 
Typing 3 05.9 15 15.2 1$ 
51 34.0 99 66.0 150 
Table IX was used to tabulate Item VIII of the 
Questionnaire dealing with the evaluation of the high 
school curriculum by the girls as the Most Helpful and 
the Least Helpful. 
Table IX 
Alumni Evaluation of Curriculum 
Girls 
Subject- Most Per Least Per 
Field Helpful Cent Helpful Cent Total 
Algebra 3$ 19.3 20 10.4 5$ 
Biology 25 13.0 10 05.2 35 
Chemistry 14 07.3 10 05.2 24 
English 56 29.2 0 o.o 56 
French 13 06.$ 16 0$.3 29 
r 
24 
Table IX (Cont.) 
Subject- Most Per Least Per 
Field Helpful Cent Helpful Cent Total 
Latin 19 09.9 27 14.0 46 
Physics 5 02.6 18 09.4 23 
Plane Geometry 1 00.6 24 15.5 25 
u. s. History 15 07.8 15 07.8 30 
Trigonometry · 0 o.o 29 15.1 29 
World History 6 03.1 23 11.9 29 
Total 192 50.0 192 50.0 
Eleven of the girls checked more than the desired 
number of blanks under the Most Helpful column; these 
were omitted from the tabulation. Some selected two under 
each column and some, one under each column, but as long 
as there were an even number in both columns the papers 
were used. 
The girls considered the subject-fields as follows: 
Three Most Helpful 
1. English (68.3 %) 
2. Algebra (46.3 %) 
3. Biology (30.5 %) 
25 
Three Least He lpful 
1. Trigonometry (35.4 %) 
2. Pl ane Geometry (29.2 %) 
3. Wor ld History (26 . 9 %) 
Tabl e X 
Alumni Evaluation of Curriculum 
Boys 
Subj ect- Most Per Least Per 
Fi eld Helpful Cent Helpful Cent Total 
Algebra 43 18.8 15 06.6 58 
Biology 19 08.3 17 07.4 36 
Chemistry 18 07.8 17 07.4 35 
English 37 16.2 0 00 .0 37 
French 13 05.7 38 16.6 51 
Lat in 15 06.6 58 25.3 73 
Physics 24 10.5 14 06.1 38 
Pl ane Geometry 13 05.7 15 06.6 28 
U. S. History 17 07.4 13 05.7 30 
Trigonometry 13 05.7 15 06.6 28 
World History 17 07.4 27 12.2 47 
Total 229 50.0 229 50.0 458 
26 
Table X refers to Items VIII of the questi onnai r e 
dealing with evaluation of the high school curriculum 
by the Alumni boys. 
Eight boys filled in all blanks under Most Helpful 
and six checked more than three on the Most Helpful 
column and less than three on the Least Helpful column. 
Some checked l ess than three in both columns. A few of 
the boys checked Inore than three in both columns. If 
the same nmaber was checked in both columns the fi gures 
were tabulated. 
The boys selected the Subject-fields as follows: 
Three Most Helpful 
1. Algebra (47.8 %) 
2 . English (41.1 %) 
3. Physics (26.7 %) 
Three Least Helpful 
1. Latin (64.5 %) 
2. French (42.2 %) 
3. World History (30.0 %) 
It was of great int erest that not one boy or girl 
considered English as t he Least Helpful. 
A significant fact was that the boys and girls 
inter-changed English and Algebra as the Most Helpful 
subjects. This might be due to the fact that more boys 
go into the Engineering and Technical Fields while the 
girls go mostly into the Nursing and the Business Fields. 
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A.lurnni rea sons for evaluation. --
The reasons given for Most Helpful: 
1 . Useful in everyday life 
2. I mportant in present work 
3. Practical 
4. General knowledge 
5. Social value 
6. Mental discipline 
7. Scientific interests 
8. Cultural value 
The reasons given for Least Hel:eful: 
1. Not useful 
2. No value in present work 
3. No continued study 
4. No carry-over 
5. All forgotten 
6. Hard t o understand 
7. Unrelated 
8. Not needed for college 
Both the Most Helpful and t h e Least Helpful of the 
subj e cts were judged by most alumni in terms of usefulness . 
The comparatively f ew times other reasons were given would 
suggest t hat possibly we are falling down in our high school 
in teaching pupils why the various subjects are offered . 
~ 
~ 
e e e e 
Table XI 
Concerning High School Education or Work of the Alumni 
Glass Graduated 
B G 
1947 3 0 
1948 1 6 
1949 3 4 
1950::'r 4 4 
1951 3 5 
1952 5 5 
1953 5 4 
1954 4 3 
Total 28 31 
Combined 
Total 59 
B Boy 
G Girl 
Per Gent 
Graduated 
05.1 
11.9 
11.9 
13.6 
13.6 
16.9 
15.1 
11.9 
32 . 6 
~:' On e boy died 
Continued Fer-Cent - - vverit -t-o -Per Cerit 
Education Continued Work Went to 
B G Education B G Work 
4 10 13.9 1 0 04.8 
5 3 07.9 2 1 14.3 
4 5 08.9 0 0 o.o 
6 5 10.9 2 1 14.3 
13 8 20.8 1 0 04.8 
7 6 12.8 2 2 19.1 
14 4 17.8 2 2 19.1 
0 7 06.9 2 3 23.8 
53 48 12 9 
101 55 . 8 21 11.6 
• 
Total 
18 
18 
16 
22 
30 
27 
31 
19 
181 
181 
e 
1\) 
ro 
.... 
~ 
,... 
Table XI was to combine Items IA, II, and V of 
the questionnaire "concerning high school education 
and work of the alumni." 
Of the lSl students included in this study 55.8 
per cent were non-graduates wh o entered another high 
school; thirty-two and six tenths per cent went to 
work bef ore graduation. 
Table XII 
Work Done by Alumni 
Work Part 
Time 
Barber 0 
Bank clerk 0 
Bus boy 12 
Cl erk (st ore) 23 
Construction 1 
Dental assistant 0 
Draftsman 0 
Farm work 4 
Forestry 0 
Hospital attendant 0 
House work 6 
Laborer 10 
Married 0 
Mill work 4 
Full 
Time 
1 
2 
0 
8 
1 
1 
1 
17 
2 
1 
10 
6 
11 
13 
Number 
of Boys 
1 
0 
12 
12 
2 
0 
1 
21 
2 
1 
0 
16 
0 
9 
Number 
of Girls 
_o 
2 
0 
19 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
16 
0 
11 
8 
29 
Total 
:4_ 
2 
12 
31 
2 
1 
1 
21 
2 
1 
16 
16 
11 
17 
30 
Table XII (Cont.) 
Work Part Full Number Number Total 
Time Time of Boys of Girls 
Printing shop 0 1 0 1 1 
Salesman 5 1 6 0 6 
Secretary 0 4 0 4 4 
Telephone Operator 0 2 0 2 2 
U.S. Armed Forces 0 20 18 2 20 
Waitress 3 11 0 14 14 
Total 68 113 101 80 181 
Table XII swrunarized Item III of the questionnaire -
nwork done by the alumni.n 
The majority of the work headings had seven representa-
tives as follows: 
1. Clerk (31) 
2. Farm work(21) 
3. Mill vvork ( 17) 
4. Laborer (16) 
5. House work(l6) 
6. Waitress (14) 
7. Bus boy (12) 
The shortest time spent on any one job was 2 1-veeks. 
Four years was the longest time on any one job - generally, 
with the U. S. Armed Forces • 
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Table XIII 
Reasons for Students Leaving Averill High School 
Number of Per Number of Per 
Causes Boys Cent · Girls Cent Total 
Financial 1 01.1 1 01.3 2 
Graduated 28 31.8 31 38.8 59 
Other reasons 40 45.5 34 42.5 74 
Other training 7 07.8 5 06.3 12 
Wanted to work 12 13.6 9 11.3 21 
Total 88 80 47.6 168 
The reasons for the students leaving Averill High in 
response to Item V of the questionnaire were tabulated on 
Table XIII. 
The boy and the girl who left for financial reasons 
had a chance to live at home or with friends and earn money 
for personal use. The 74 students who gave "other reasons" 
for leaving referred to work or cottage situations. Thir-
teen failed to check Item V. 
,. 
• 
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CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Purpose of the study. The major purpose of 
this study was to identify major educational needs of 
graduates, non-graduates who had withdrawn, and present 
enrollees of Averill High School, Go0d Will, Hinckley, 
Maine. 
Procedures of the study involved extensive study 
of cumulative record data, interviews with former students, 
and a questionnaire follow-up of the 1947 through 1954 
classes. An eighty six per cent response from the 
questionnaire provided representative data concerning 
these classes. 
More specifically the study could be delimited 
into three phases: 
1. Determining the effectiveness of the 
preparation of former students for 
their present responsibilities; 
2. Evaluating the strengths and weaknesses 
of the preseht educational program at 
Good Will; and 
3. Interpreting findings with reference to 
needed revisions in the present curriculum. 
Conclusions. -- Major conclusions arrived at through 
interpretation of data gathered are as follows: 
l. Only thirty three per cent of the students who 
enter Good Will graduate 
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2. Thirty seven per cent of the former 
students (graduates and non-graduates) 
consider their training at Good Will 
excellent; fifty four per cent consider 
their training fair to good; and nine 
per cent consider their training poor . 
3. Slightly less than half of the pupils 
who transferred to other schools con-
tinued study in the college or academic 
areas while slightly more than half 
elected subjects not offered in our 
present curriculum 
4. The most serious drop-out point is dur-
ing the freshman year or between the 
freshman and sophomore years 
5. Over seventy per cent of the students who 
failed, indicated their failure or low rank 
was due to their inability to successfully 
meet the requirements in the study of 
Foreign Languages . 
Recommendations. -- Although it is recognized that 
limitations exist in the scope of the questionnaire in 
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this study, some recommendations can be made in light of 
available data which, if incorporated, could bring extensive 
improvements. Some of the major recommendations are as 
follows: 
1. Institution of an adequate guidance program. -
Such a program should provide testing, counseling, 
and orientation, which would enable both teachers 
and pupils to identify the pupil's specific 
strengths and weaknesses and would provide the 
guidance necessary to aid each pupil to make 
maximum use of his strengths in educational 
endeavors while bringing weaknesses to a minimum 
necessary for adequate adjustment in his 
present and future life. 
2. Balance present academic_programs with_non-
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academic offerings. Since many enrollees 
at Good Will do not have the aptitude for 
academic curricula, offerings in the industrial, 
agriculture, and business areas should be invest-
igated. Data from graduates and present pupils 
indicate definite need for such provisions. 
3. Inclusion of electives to broaden the present 
academic program. -- Many capable students have 
been discouraged due to necessity of taking both 
Foreign Language and Scientific subjects. Infor-
mation gathered from colleges and graduates in-
dicate the need of more specialization for success 
in future study. 
4. Establishment of an extracurricular program.--
This program should offer opportunity for par-
ticipation in Physical Education, Academic and 
Social. Clubs, and Avocational interests to furt her 
develop the individual difference of the students; 
this program renders valuable assistance in the 
improvement of physical and mental health of the 
participants. The need of this type of program 
has been substanciated by educational boards and 
by the students i ncluded in this survey. 
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Limitations of this survey. -- The uncontrolled 
factors that aff ect the interview and questionnaire 
technique are designated as: 
1. All the alumni could not be conta cted 
for a 100 per cent tabulation. 
2. The natural tendency to look back with 
mellowed emotion on past experiences was 
evident. 
J. The possibility was apparent that the student 
was . wary about presenting the truest possible 
picture of himself ih terms of his f elt needs. 
Rec ommendations for further research. -- The s tudy 
of the graduates of any school should be the best yardstick 
with which to measure the functioning of the school. Of 
course, the school cannot take the credit for all the 
success of its graduates, nor the blame for all their 
failures. However, it is probably correct to say that 
the school system is a great factor in guiding t he grovrth 
and development of children in the right directions. 
Because of the necessity of a systematic yearly 
contact ·with r epres entative alumni the following suggestions 
are offered: 
1. Jr-o determine student needs, 
2. Jro discover heeded curriculum changes, and 
J. To cont inue t he guidance program through 
early adjustments. 
It is concluded tha t only by increased res earch can 
a school hope to remedy its own particular needs. 
, 
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A V E R I L L H I G H S C H E D U L E 
8:55 
9:00 
9:00- 9:10 
F I R S T B E L L 
L A T E B E L L 
CHAPEL 
FRESHMAN SOPHOMORE JUNIOR SENIOR 
9:10- 9:50 English I Latin II Geometry Chemistry 
9:50-10:30 Study French I Study Lab. 2x 
per week 
10:30-10:35 
10:35-11:15 
11:15-11:55 
11:55- 1:25 
1:30- 2:15 
2:15- 3:05 
3:15- 3:55 
Latin I 
Study 
R E C E S S 
Study 
Algebra II 
Physics 
Lab. 2x 
a vv-eek 
English IV 
Study 
N 0 0 N R E C E S S 
Algebra I Study -English III U.S. 
History 
World 
History 
English II French II Biology 
R E C E S S 
Music - Monday, Wednesday, and 
Activity Period - Tuesday and Thursday 
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Bost'on Uni versi t11 ·~ 
Sohool of Education } 
Library · 
r 
Dear 
Averill Hi gh School 
Good Will 
Hinckley , Maine 
-- ' 
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I am requ esting your aid in conducti ng a follow-up 
study of the graduates of Averill High School between 
t h e years of 1947 and 1954. This study is part of the 
requi red work for the IV.Iaster in Educat ion degree from 
Boston University. 
Feel free to answer only the statements you do not 
consider too personal. Your name will not be used in 
t he final tabula ted r eport. 
This questionnaire and study has be en a pproved by 
our superintendent, Mr . Walter P. Hinckl ey . 
We, at Good Will, wish to congratulate you for your 
past accomplishments and encourage you on to greater 
success. 
Sinc erely, 
Thomas E . Graffte 
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A FOLLOW-UP STUDY 
of the Alumni of Averill High School 
Personal Data. --(Your name will NOT be used in report-
ing the result of this study.) 
I. Name ...................................•......... 
(last) (first) (middl e ) 
II . Address ••••••••••.••••••••.••••••.••••••••.•.•••• 
(street) (town or city) (stat e) 
Please check or give n eeded information in 
the spaces indicated. 
III . Marita l status: Singl e ( ) Married ( ) 
Yea r married 19 ••.•••• 
If a mar r ied woman, please indicate marri ed name 
in full. 
Mrs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Educational Information. 
I. Upon leaving Averill High School , did you go to 
another high school? Yes ( ) No ( ) 
A. If ~' pleas e check belmv the subject which 
you continued. 
( ) Algebra 
( ) Biology 
( ) Chemistry 
( ) Engli sh 
) French ( ) Trigonometry 
) Latin ( ) U.S. History 
) Physics ( ) World History 
) Plane Geometry 
B. List below the other subjects you elected. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
II. Upon leaving Averill High School, did you enroll 
in further education? Yes ( ) No ( ) 
A. If ~' please indicate schools attended . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
(name of school) (date attended) 
,. 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
(name of school) (date attended) 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
(name of school) (date attended) 
B. Major field of study ••••••••.•••.•••.•.•••..•• 
C. Please check length of course. 
) 1 yr. 
5 yrs. 
2 yrs. 
6 yrs. 
( ) 3 yrs. ( ) 4 yrs. 
III. Upon leaving Averill High School, did you go 
immediately to work? Yes ( ) No ( ) 
A. If ~' please state when and type of work 
whi ch you did or are doing. 
Name of job (s) Date 
Commenced 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Date 
Finished 
........ 
. . . . . . . . 
........ 
. . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . 
Total 
Time 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 
IV. Please check your reason; (s) fqr leaving Averill 
High School. 
) Graduated 
) Wanted oth er 
training 
( ) Financial 
( . )Other reasons 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
V. Check below the term which best describes your 
reaction to your high school training with 
reference to: 
r 
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A. General Education 
(learning areas for 
social living - Gen. 
Eng., Soc. Sci., 
Gen. Math., Home-
making) 
B. College Preparation 
(Lit., Adv.Sci ence, 
Adv. Math., For. 
Lang.) 
) Excellent 
) Good 
) Fair 
) Poor 
C. Vocational Preparation 
(training for certain jobs 
or occupations) 
) Excellent 
) Good 
) Fair 
) Poor 
) Excellent 
) Good 
) Fair 
) Poor 
Remarks • •••••••.•••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
VI. Check belmv the areas which you would have taken 
if off ered in Averill High School. (Mark your 
first choice with one check (v) and your second 
choice with two checks (V,1. (English would be 
constant, not elective.) 
Art 
Business 
Extracurricular 
Student Gov 1t. 
Sports 
Debating 
Guidance 
) Social studies 
( ) ( ) 
( ) 
( ) ( ) ( ) 
{ ) 
(History and Geography) 
Foreign Language 
Home Economics 
Industrial Arts 
Mathematics 
Music 
Physical Education 
Science 
Others-- Reasons •••.••••••.•••...•••..•••••• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
VII. Please check the subjects below which wer e the 
MOST HELPFUL and the subjects below which were 
the LEAST HELPFUL. 
,. 
l 
MOST HELPFUL 
(che ck three) 
( 
( 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
SUBJECT - FIELD 
Algebra 
Biology 
Chemistry 
English 
French 
Latin 
Physics 
Plane Geometry 
U. S. History 
Trigonometry 
World History 
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LEAST HELPFUL 
(check three) 
( 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( 
( 
) 
) 
VIII . If you have any suggestions for the improvement of 
the curriculum in Averill High School, please in-
dicate on the ba ck of t his sheet . 
IX. Please r eturn this inquiry by .••••••••.••• l9 •••••• 
,.. 
0 
e 
l 
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t~·ame •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
t l a st) ( fi r st ) tmiddleJ 
~ge Sep tenber 1 ••••• Grade ••••• Vaccinat ed ) ·i:"es lJo 
nirtll ·l e. ce ••••.•. • •..••. ..• •. • l5 ••••••••••••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
l tovm or city J \Sta te) 
lJ ,te of Bi1, tl1 • •..•... • .......... ... .• . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
~ month) ~ day ) ~ yec: rJ 
~ame of ~arent or Guardian ••••••••••••• •• •••••• •• •••. • ••••••. 
~cross out citlle :-.:' parent or guardia n - t he one t hat 
does not a:Qpl y } 
Address of .Parent or uuardic:tn ••••••••••••••••••• • •• • •••••• •• 
~ street a ::1d m1r;1.ber} 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
\t ovm or city ) t sta teJ 
Do -ou pl an to complete your course at r\ verill liit:;h School·:-
No 
lf HU, give the re ason ~hy •••••••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Do y ou :plan to enter a school Clf hieher learning·:-
fes ) No 
lf :c·s , wha t school·( •.••.•.... . .... .•........••..•... ....• •• 
t name of s choo l or college ) 
~fuat would you like to do for your life wo rk~ 
1 s t Choice ••••••••••••••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
2nd Choice •••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
3r d Gl1oice ••.••••...•..•.••....•.••..........•.•• •• ••.• 
t urn to next page 
Ghe ck t he sub ject field which you '.'Jould lHce to e le ct in 
h i gh school . ~ iv1ark ~ ou f i rst choic e wi th uN.i~ GH.r_;cK l 
a nd your secon d c hoice YJ i th 'l''.'!U CE l!:L.:KS l J. J 
Art 
Bus i ness 
Science 
J.ndustr ie l .tU' t.s 
1\Ia t lwHa t i cs 
rhysical .t'..;ducati.on 
Foreign Language 
h ome .i:!i c onomi cs 
Soc i a l cl tudies 
Histor•y and LTe ogr e.phy 
Tnus ic 
E_ tra curr i cul ar : 
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~ ) Student uovernment 
\ J Sports 
\ J De bat i ng 
J Guidance 
uther s .-- Heasons ••••••••• •• • • •• • •• •• • •• ••••••• •• • 
• • e e • I I I e e I I I e I • I I • I I I e I I I I I 6 • • I I I I • I I I I I I I I I I I I I e 
• • • • I I • I I I I I I I I I I • I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I • • I I I I I I I I I I I I 
